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would like to thank and celebrate the following co-commissioning choruses, 
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Joshua Gray, Kendra Hoffman, Kira Lauren, Jo Lee, Jerry Leventhal, Kathy Levin, 
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Brett Radek, Kristina YuenBrett Radek, Kristina Yuen

QUIET NO MORE was devised and created by Dr. Charles Beale,
Dr. Joe Nadeau, and Jason Cannon, with book and

additional lyrics by Jason Cannon.

Revoicings by Steve Milloy and Tim Sarsany
Research consultants: Justin Estoque (GMCLA),

Timothy Stewart-Winter (NYCGMC)
Music editing and proof-reading by Glenn NobelMusic editing and proof-reading by Glenn Nobel





The Stonewall riots were a series of spontaneous, violent demonstrations by members of the gay community against a police raid 
that began in the early morning hours of June 28, 1969, at the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich Village neighborhood of New York 
City. They are widely considered to constitute the most important event leading to the gay liberation movement and the modern 
fight for LGBT rights in the U.S.

GayGay Americans in the 1950-60s faced an anti-gay legal system. The last years of the 1960s were very contentious, as many 
social/political movements were active, including the civil rights movement, the counterculture of the 1960s, and the anti-Vietnam 
War movement. These influences, along with the liberal environment of Greenwich Village, served as catalysts for the Stonewall 
riots.

VeryVery few establishments welcomed openly gay people in the 1950s-60s. Those that did were often bars, although bar owners and 
managers were rarely gay. The Stonewall Inn catered to an assortment of patrons and was known to be popular among the poorest 
and most marginalized people in the gay community. Police raids on gay bars were routine in the 1960s, but officers quickly lost 
control of the situation at the Stonewall Inn. Tensions between the NYPD and gay residents of erupted into more protests the next 
evening, and again several nights later. Within weeks, Village residents quickly organized into activist groups to concentrate efforts 
on establishing places for gays and lesbians to be open about their sexual orientation without fear of being arrested.on establishing places for gays and lesbians to be open about their sexual orientation without fear of being arrested.

After the Stonewall riots, gays and lesbians in NYC faced gender, race, class, and generational obstacles to becoming a cohesive 
community. Within 6 months, two gay activist organizations and three newspapers were established to promote rights for gays and 
lesbians. Within a few years, gay rights organizations were founded across the U.S. and the world. On June 28, 1970, the first gay 
pride marches took place in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Chicago commemorating the anniversary of the riots. Similar 
marches were organized in other cities. Today, LGBT Pride events are held annually  throughout  the  world toward  the  end of June. 
On June  6, 2019,  the  NYPD formally apologized for its role both  in  the  events  at  Stonewall and the actions  it  took  to uphold On June  6, 2019,  the  NYPD formally apologized for its role both  in  the  events  at  Stonewall and the actions  it  took  to uphold 
laws  that  discriminated against gay people.
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